
Land use: What did the groups use the land for ? Would there be any lasting indications that they had used it?


Possible uses: Crops, farming, firewood, furniture, building material, grazing, shelter, defence, offence, food source, medicines, sacred sites, places of worship, playgrounds, making tools or weapons.








How was the environment used in the past?





Sea: How was the ocean used. Was it just for food or was it a means of getting from A to B?





Bush: what did either group use the bush for?


What are the resources that the bush contains?





Lakes: What possible ways could the the groups have utilised the lakes? What could be ways in which we would know today?





The weather: How could the groups possibly have utilised the weather? Would we know today if they had?





What are the resources within the lakes or around the lakes?





What are the resources that the sea holds? How did the groups harness those resources?





Weather means the winds, rain, snow, hail, storms, fine days, hazy days, hot weather and cold. Autumn, spring, summer and winter all meant different things to all of the groups. 





Islands had different and very specific uses. What could they have been? Would we kow today if either of our three groups had used them?





The streams and rivers running across the land. How could these have been used?





The lakes contained:


Fresh water, whitebait, eels, cockles, flounder, herring, and some seals and sea fish. Te Whanga also has limestone outcrops on its shores and in one of these is Nunuku’s cave. The lake could also have been used as a ‘road’ making a faster way to get to Kaingaroa, Owenga, Waitangi or Te Awa Patiki than walking.





Hazy days ususally meant that there was a northerly or nor west wind coming which would have meant time to move to a different shelter.





Autumn was a time for gathering birds such as muttonbirds (titi) or albatross (toroa) gulls, swans, pigeon and taiko





Fine weather meant that it was probably okay to voyage the 40 miles to ‘The Sisters’ for albatross or the 9 miles from Rangauaria to the Pyramid for mollymawks.





Shelter from the weather, including the sun.





Firewood was gathered from customary areas for each group. Building material were also sourced from the forests. Trees were also carved by one group.





Seals, seabirds and fish are all food resources from the sea.


Various kelps and seaweeds were also harvested for specific purposes.





The sea also provided a source of salt and a method of getting to the offshore islands.





Plants were gathered for eating and for medicine. Some groups cleared forests for cultivation.





For some groups the seasons meant that it was time for planting or harvesting crops, moving animals around on farms,  or shearing sheep. Some transient groups would move with the weather, heading north in the cold sou’wests and south when it was warmer. 





The sea was a living entity with its own atua and had to be respected. 





The streams contained eel and whitebait and were also sources of fresh water.  Some streams were big enough to be used as a method of getting around, much easier than walking and quicker as well.





Seals provided a necessary source of warm clothing, fat and food. Sea birds provided food , but also feathers and bones, both used for decoration, but the bones also made good tools.





The moon played an important role in the customs and traditions of some of our groups. All groups knew of the relationship between the moon and the tides and some groups knew that fishing was pointless during certain moon phases.





The rocks themselves were very important to each group as each had uses for specific types of stone. It is in the stones and the ground that the most obvious uses by earlier cultures can be identified, both here and in New Zealand.  





Sheet 5


Misty Skies:








